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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Monday, September 17, 2018 - 1:00 PM 
City of Santa Clarita 

The Activities Center, Sycamore Room/B  
20880 Centre Pointe Pkwy, Santa Clarita, CA 91350 

 
NCTC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Chair: Vice Mayor Marvin Crist, City of Lancaster 
Vice Chair: Mayor Pro Tem Marsha McLean, City of Santa Clarita 

Supervisor Kathryn Barger, 5th Supervisorial District, County of Los Angeles 
Mark Pestrella, Director of Public Works, County of Los Angeles 

Victor Lindenheim, Golden State Gateway Coalition, County of Los Angeles 
Kenneth Mann, Council Member, City of Lancaster 

Mark Bozigian, City Manager, City of Lancaster 
Steve Hofbauer, Council Member, City of Palmdale 
Austin Bishop, Council Member, City of Palmdale 

 Jim Purtee, City Manager, City of Palmdale 
 Vacant Seat, City of Santa Clarita 

Robert Newman, Director of Public Works, City of Santa Clarita 
 

EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS: 
Norm Hickling, AVTA 

Adrian Aguilar, Santa Clarita Transit 
 

BOARD MEMBER ALTERNATES: 
Dave Perry, County of Los Angeles 

Juan Carrillo, Council Member, City of Palmdale 
Bob Kellar, Council Member, City of Santa Clarita 

 
STAFF 

Executive Director: Arthur V. Sohikian, AVS Consulting, Inc. 
Treasurer: John Naimo, County of Los Angeles 

Legal Counsel: Warren R. Wellen, County of Los Angeles 
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OPEN SESSION 
    

1.CALL TO ORDER – Marvin Crist, Chair 
 

2.ROLL CALL 
 

3.PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

All items listed under the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and may be 
enacted by one motion. Prior to the motion to consider any action by the Board, any public 
comments on any of the Consent Calendar items will be heard. There will be no separate 
action unless members of the Board request specific items to be removed from the Consent 
Calendar.   
 

4.MINUTES  
Review and Approve July 23, 2018 Board of Director’s Meeting Minutes 
 Recommended Action: Approve July 23, 2018 Meeting Minutes held in the 
Antelope Valley Transit Authority Community Room. 

 
REGULAR CALENDAR 
  

At the discretion of the Board, all items appearing on this Agenda, whether or not expressly 
listed for action, may be deliberated and may be subject to action by the Board. 

 
5.CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE– Arthur Sohikian, Executive Director/Candice Vander 

Hyde, City of Lancaster 
Recommended Action:  Approve Conflict of Interest Code for submittal to Los Angeles County 

Board of Supervisors for adoption. 
 

6.HIGH DESERT CORRIDOR PROJECT UPDATE – Arthur Sohikian, Executive 
Director, Mr. Josh Candelaria, Director, Legislative Affairs, San Bernardino County 

  Recommended Action: Receive and file report/Adopt Position. 
 

7.CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL UPDATE – Arthur Sohikian, Executive Director, 
Michelle Boehm, CA High Speed Rail Authority 

  Recommended Action: Receive and file report/Adopt Position. 
 
8.MEMBER AGENCY TRANSPORTATION PROJECT UPDATES – Member Agency 

Staff 
  Recommended Action: Receive and file report/Direct Staff. 
 
9.MEMBER AGENCY TRANSIT UPDATES – Member Agency Transit Staff 
      Recommended Action: Receive and file report/Direct Staff. 
 
10. METRO HIGHWAYS PROJECT UPDATES – Abdullah Ansari/Isidro Panuco, Metro 
  Recommended Action: Receive and file report. 
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11. CALTRANS HIGHWAYS PROJECT UPDATES – Osama Megalla, Caltrans 
  Recommended Action: Receive and file report. 

 
12. METRO REGIONAL RAIL UPDATES – Jeanet Owens, Metro 
  Recommended Action: Receive and file report. 
 
13. METROLINK UPDATES – Alex Davis, Metrolink 
  Recommended Action: Receive and file report. 
 
14. METRO LEGISLATIVE UPDATES – Michael Turner and Raffi Hamparian, Metro 
  Recommended Action: Receive and file report. 

 
15. NCTC SCAG POLICY COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS – Arthur Sohikian, 

Executive Director 
  Recommended Action: Receive and file report/Direct Staff. 

 
16. NCTC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT– Arthur Sohikian, Executive Director 

  Recommended Action: Receive and file report/Change 2019 Meeting Dates. 
a. 2019 NCTC Board Potential Meeting Dates – Jan 14, April 22, July 22, Oct 21. 
b. Create North County Transportation Economic & Mobility Fact Sheet. 
c. SR14 Bottleneck Study. 
d. I-5/SR14 HOV Interchange Funds Reallocation. 
e. I-5 Chokepoint Project INFRA and SB1 Subregion Grants Update. 

 
17. NCTC BOARDMEMBER ANNOUCEMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
18. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
19. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Public Comments:  
At this time members of the public can address the NCTC Board of Directors regarding any items 
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the agency that are not separately listed on this agenda, 
subject to the 3 minute time restriction, by filling out a Public Comment Card and submitting that 
card to the Executive Director. Member(s) of the public will have an opportunity to speak on 
agendized items at the time the item is called for discussion. No action may be taken on items not 
listed on the agenda unless authorized by law. Whenever possible, lengthy testimony should be 
presented to the Board in writing and only pertinent points presented orally.  
 
Notices:  
Meetings of the NCTC are recorded. Minutes of each meeting are available at 
https://northcountytransportationcoalition.org/ after the Board approves them. A person with 
disability may contact the NCTC before the scheduled meeting to request receipt of an agenda in 
an alternative format or to request disability-related accommodations, in order to participate in the 
public meeting, requests will be met to the extent feasible. Please Email 
sohikian@northcountytransportationcoaltion.org for accommodation requests. 
The entire agenda package and any meeting related writings or documents provided to the majority 
of the Board of Directors after distribution of the agenda package, unless exempt from disclosure 
pursuant to California Law, are also available. 

https://northcountytransportationcoalition.org/
mailto:sohikian@northcountytransportationcoaltion.org
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Date:         September 17, 2018 
To: Governing Board Members of the North Los Angeles County Transportation Coalition 

(NCTC) 
From: Arthur V. Sohikian, Executive Director,  
Subject: July 23, 2018 NCTC JPA Meeting Minutes, Consent Calendar Board Item 4                                                                           

Consent Calendar Recommendation:  Approve July 23, 2018 NCTC JPA Meeting Minutes held in the 
Antelope Valley Transit Authority Community Room. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Crist called the meeting to order at 1:04pm. 
 
2. ROLL CALL NCTC JPA VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Chair, Vice Mayor Marvin Crist, City of Lancaster 
Vice Chair, Mayor Pro Tem Marsha McLean, City of Santa Clarita   
Supervisor Kathryn Barger, 5th Supervisorial District, County of Los Angeles  
Mark Pestrella, Director of Public Works, County of Los Angeles 
Victor Lindenheim, Golden State Gateway Coalition, County of Los Angeles 
Kenneth Mann, Council Member, City of Lancaster 
Mark Bozigian, City Manager, City of Lancaster  
Steve Hofbauer, Council Member, City of Palmdale 
Austin Bishop, Council Member, City of Palmdale 
Robert Newman, Director of Public Works, City of Santa Clarita 
Bob Kellar, Alternate Board Member, Council Member, City of Santa Clarita 
 
EX-OFFICIO NCTC JPA BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Norm Hickling, Antelope Valley Transit Authority 
Adrian Aguilar, Santa Clarita Transit 
 
NCTC JPA BOARD ALTERNATES PRESENT: 
 
Dave Perry, County of Los Angeles  
 
NCTC JPA STAFF PRESENT: 
Executive Director: Vacant 
Secretary: Trolis Niebla, City of Lancaster 
Legal Counsel: Warren R. Wellen, County of Los Angeles 
 
Motion to excuse Board Alternate Member Juan Carrillo, City of Palmdale was made by Austin 
Bishop and seconded by Kenneth Mann.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance led by Steve Hofbauer. 
 
4. MINUTES 
 
Motion to approve May 14, 2018 NCTC Inaugural Meeting Minutes was made by Mark Bozigian 
and seconded by Mark Pestrella. Motion approved unanimously. 
 
16. CLOSED SESSION 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
Board Chair Crist announced closed session to review Professional Services Agreement for the 
Executive Director position. 
 
Board Chair Crist announced no action was taken in Closed Session and reconvened the meeting. 
 
REGULAR CALENDAR 

 
5. PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
Motion to approve Recommended Action by Kathryn Barger and seconded by Steve Hofbauer. The 
Motion approved unanimously with Mr. Lindenheim abstaining for prior contractual relationship 
with applicant. 
 
Recommended Action APPROVED: 

1. Authorize the NCTC Board Chair to execute a professional services agreement with AVS 
Consulting, Inc. of Los Angeles, California, in the amount of $50,000.00 for the NCTC 
Executive Director position. 

2. Authorize the NCTC member jurisdictions staff to coordinate with and provide oversight of 
the work that AVS Consulting, Inc. will be conducting on behalf of the NCTC. 

 
6. CALIFORNIA HIGH SPEED RAIL UPDATE 
 
Michelle Boehm, Southern California Regional Director at CHSRA, provided the update on the 
2018 CHSRA newly released business plan and outlined the schedule to implement the plan.  In 
2016 the CHSRA business plan was to be operational from the Central Valley to the Silicon Valley.  
The 2018 plan still points in that direction and that segment will run first.  Ms. Boehm stated that 
CHSRA is seriously committed to the completion and submission to the public the environmental 
clearance documents necessary for the Total Phase One Project from San Francisco to Anaheim.  
CHSRA received Federal Grants towards those documents that sunset in 2022.  Ms. Boehm added 
that emails were sent to local and city officials to remind the officials of what CHSRA is working on 
in the specific area of that official prior to the CHSRA Board meeting.  CHSRA’s Public Outreach 
meetings will be an integral part to inform the public about the agency’s recommended preferred 
alternatives analysis which allows the public to be informed and comment on the preferred analysis 
of the project before CHSRA Board approval meetings. The circulation of draft environmental 
documents in mid to late 2019.  In order to continue to expedite project approvals with stringent 
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guidelines, CHSRA has requested from the FRA Administration for Southern California rail 
construction projects including regional rail projects (like Metrolink) the same NEPA-CA state 
clearance that CHSRA has for the planning environmental documents.   
 
Steve Hofbauer asked about progress on “bookends” over Tehachapi, the Bakersfield to Palmdale 
section.  Ms. Boehm stated that alternative analysis are complete for 3 to 4 different alternatives 
southbound only. The $500M earmark for Southern California is committed to two regional rail 
projects currently, a grade separation south of Union Station and the Union Station run thru track 
project.  Because current track and grade makes an extremely slow trip over the Tehachapi’s further 
discussion about northbound trips has not occurred.  Mr. Hofbauer reminded Ms. Boehm that the 
only access through the Tehachapi's to and from AV is by car and bus. 
 
Ms. McLean asked about the specific origin of the $500M.  Ms. Boehm stated that “the bookends” 
were established in 2012, with the Southern California MOU and subsequent to that the State 
Legislature appropriated $500M in SB1029 from the CHSR 1A Bond funds.  Ms. McLean asked if 
the bonds had been sold.  Ms. Boehm stated that the bonds are not sold yet because once the bonds 
are sold the public pays interest and the 2 projects the funds are intended for are not ready to go into 
construction yet.  Ms. Boehm stated that as a rule, the state bond funds can only be used for right of 
way and construction.  The 2 projects identified in Southern California for the $500M, the 
Rosecrans/Marquardt Grade Separation Project, with $76M allocation has completed environmental 
review and will be ready to expend $76M within the next year.  Union Station Link US Project, is 
the other project to use the state rail funds, but the project is still in conceptual design and 
environmental clearance and does not have a funding agreement. 
 
7. HIGH DESERT CORRIDOR PROJECT UPDATE  
 
No report. 
Chair Crist states NCTC consider taking a position on the High Desert Corridor project at the next 
meeting. 
Chair Crist states NCTC consider taking a position on the High Speed Rail project at the next 
meeting. 
 
8. METRO HIGHWAYS PROJECT UPDATES 
 
Isidro Panuco, Metro Highways, Manager, Transportation Planning provided the update.  Mr. Isidro 
began with the North LA County area update on the SR138 widening segments 6, 8 & 9.   Metro is 
coordinating with Caltrans to update agreements to move forward with design and construction for 
those segments.  Next project to update is the SR138/SR14 overlap projects are all in either design or 
construction phase.  The Measure R funds of $200M are being programmed into 10 interchange 
improvements, 5 for the City of Lancaster and 5 for the City of Palmdale, all in PSR, Design or 
construction phases.  The third update was the I5/SR14 funds.  Metro Board took action in May to 
reallocate funds that were to be 30 years out to current projects in Lancaster, Palmdale, and the 
County of LA. Had meeting with Santa Clarita on their project list and the goal is to go to the Board 
in September to include the Santa Clarita projects and reallocate the remaining funds.  Lastly, the 
I5/HOV Lanes from I5/SR14 Interchange to Parker Road in Castaic are at 95% design phase, with 
construction slated to begin in late-2019/2020 timeframe. 
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9. CALTRANS HIGHWAYS PROJECT UPDATES 
 
Osama Megalla, Caltrans provided updates on 6 SR138 project segments. Project 15 & 16 was voted 
on in March to restore funding by California Transportation Commission and expected to start in 
November 2018 and begin construction by July 2021 with a completion date in winter of 2023.  
Project 18, segment 6, is design complete with construction by November.  Project 20 & 21, segment 
8 & 9, was awarded November 2017.  The County is relocating water, will start widening and finish 
by late fall of this year to mid-winter.  Project 25, segment 13 with funding restored in March 2018, 
is slated for 2022,2023 fiscal year start but Caltrans is finding ways to expedite this project.  70% of 
the needed parcels are currently acquired.  Project 29, just began construction and will finish by 
spring 2019.  Project 30, was amended into 2018 SHOPP program and will go into construction by 
July 2021. Alternate Board Member Perry asked about Post Office access on the SR138 which is a 
question that has recurred at Ms. Barger’s Transportation Summit.  Caltrans responded that the issue 
was resolved by widening the guard rail, restriping and creating a shoulder on the right hand side to 
be used until the driveway clears.   
Chair Crist talked about a meeting that occurred in late April with Caltrans to discuss the allocation 
of specific Caltrans staff to projects needing Caltrans review in the Antelope Valley SR138/ SR14.  
Caltrans assured staff that they would provide someone every 90 days.  Chair Crist requested the 
representatives for Senator Wilk and Assemblyman Lackey if they could attain assistance from the 
State for the Antelope Valley.  The representatives present agreed to work on the item.  Mr. 
Hofbauer commented that delays in Caltrans review was costing hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
taxpayers. 
 
10. NCTC MEMBER AGENCY TRANSPORTATION PROJECT UPDATES 
 
Staff Secretary Niebla stated that each member agency would provide their own update.   
LA County Public Works update provided by Assistant Deputy Director, John Walker.  Mr. Walker 
distributed maps regarding completed LA County Public Works fiscal year 2017/2018 projects and 
some projects in design and/or currently under construction.  He reported that LA County Public 
Works fiscal year 2017/2018 had completed 34 projects totaling over $67M in the North County 
including the $55M SR126 at Commerce Center Dr.  Currently there are 7 projects totaling roughly 
$19.4M awarded or under construction with 2 notable projects, Pine Canyon Rd. and Elizabeth 
Lakes Rd.  Starting soon will be the North County bus stop AVTA improvements.  The Summer 
Beach Buses have been operating for a month now to Santa Monica Beach from Palmdale, Lancaster 
and the Castaic/Westridge Santa Clarita areas. Victor Lindenheim asked about Project 23, the Old 
Road project and Mr. Walker pointed to the proposed 2022 award date.   
Mr. Niebla provided the City of Lancaster update.  He described the Revive 25 Pavement Rehab 
Projects over the next 2-5 years.  $55M Measure R money with a pavement rehab component as well 
as interchange improvement in Lancaster.  Receiving $2.1M SB1 money annually to re-pave several 
neighborhoods.  Measure M, first 5 years, $8.8M of improvements for pavement rehab and active 
transportation complete streets type projects. Mr. Niebla described leveraging various funds to 
complete street and road projects. 
City of Palmdale Public Works, Transportation Engineer, Bill Padilla, spoke about 5 major projects 
funded by Measure R funds.  He started with SR14 northbound off ramp which will be widened at 
Rancho Vista Blvd. and add one more lane in the Rancho Vista southbound route which includes 
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Ave. Q bridge improvement to begin at the end of this year and be completed at the end of 2019.  
Also, the interchange at SR14 and Palmdale Blvd. southbound ramp needs improvement and 
widening and the City of Palmdale is working with Caltrans to begin construction by 2021.  The next 
project was the SR14 and southbound of ramp 10th St. West at Palmdale Blvd. to improve 
southbound ramp.  The SR14 and 10th St. West improvement from Rancho Vista Blvd to Ave. 08 
for traffic backup will become 8 lanes with construction to begin 2021.  Also, between SR138 and 
Palmdale Blvd. between 5th St. East and 10th St East improvements to the railroad crossing will 
begin and an additional 2 lanes will be added to expand 4 lanes to 6 lanes by downtown to begin in 
year 2021 or 2022.  Lastly, at State Route 14 at Ave. N roundabouts will be installed at the 
interchange.  ITS projects exist including installation of $10M of fiber optics in the city that have 
been installed within the last 5 years.  Mr. Hofbauer mentioned the up-coming No-Horn Quiet Zone 
Metrolink project along the Palmdale Blvd. corridor and wants to ensure that the equipment installed 
along Palmdale Blvd. will not be wasted on the upgrade project and have to be redone.  Mr. Padilla 
stated they would review the request. 
Mike Hennawy, City Engineer, City of Santa Clarita spoke about 4 Metro projects identified to be 
taken to the Board for I5/SR14 with Measure R money after the meeting with Metro staff and City of 
Santa Clarita staff.  He listed the Vista Canyon Metrolink Station, a new Metrolink station in Canyon 
Country, the Vista Canyon/Metrolink parking structure with 750 spaces and the Vista Canyon Road 
Bridge including turn signal and turn pocket extensions which provides access to the Metrolink 
Station from Soledad Canyon.  The fourth project is the Sierra Highway traffic signal interconnect 
adaptive signal timing system to reduce traffic on Sierra Hwy and the SR14.  All projects are 
scheduled to begin in September. 
 
11. METRO REGIONAL RAIL UPDATES 
 
Jeanet Owens, Senior Executive Officer at Metro Regional Rail provided the update.  The Brighton 
to Roxford Double Track Project which extends from Burbank to north of Sylmar was approved in 
July 2015 with full funding programming authority at $12.5M.  Currently it is an 11 mile single 
track for the Metrolink/Antelope Valley Line.  Metrolink is 60% single directional track which is 
equivalent to 1 lane road with bi-directional traffic.  The new phasing approach will provide for 25 
mile continuous double track from Union Station to San Fernando Valley which is 30 minutes bi-
directional service including stops at the newly opened Burbank Airport Station. Safety, quiet zone 
ready improvements, efficiency and on-time performance are several upgrades. Sun Valley will 
connect with the new East San Fernando light rail project.  Brian Bolderrama, Director Regional 
Rail participated in the presentation.  Relocation of Metrolink tracks and San Fernando bike paths 
will occur.  Jeanet mentioned the 2012 Antelope Valley Improvement Plan to increase the speed 
from Lancaster to Union Station and that most of the recommendations had been worked on or have 
moved forward with the exception of the Palmdale sighting.  Moving forward with The Palmdale 
sighting allows the addition of a double track 2,500 feet long and an additional side platform in the 
City of Palmdale station which will reduce the train turnaround time from the now 1 hour 10 minutes 
to support 2 trains in both directions creating a 30 minute bi-directional trip for the rider.   
A permanent study on Tunnel 25 was done.  The water table is high and the flood zone is a concern.  
Engineer studies for a permanent solution is Metro’s focus before investing in the tunnel. 
There are 2 concurrent studies being completed on the Antelope Valley Line to come up with the 
best combined solution for localized regional rail.  The first segment is from Union Station to 
Glendale/Burbank junction.  The second study is the Antelope Valley Study from Burbank junction 
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all the way to the end of the line in the City of Lancaster.  Metrolink is the only line to the Antelope 
Valley currently.  The studies are looking at all physical elements including existing constraints, 
ridership, utilization rates, work trip analysis, destination information, and future potentials for 
changes.  Metro wants to determine the best solution for regional rail mobility by also incorporating 
the future CHSR landings and the future East San Fernando Transit Corridor Project to assess the 
necessary infrastructure improvements.  Studies show that ridership is continuing to increase.  Of the 
roughly 3.3M trips daily, 266,000 to Union Station are from the Newhall, Via Princess and Santa 
Clarita stations.  Ms. McLean asked if Metro was seeking State and Federal grants or funding in case 
SB1 goes away or if Metro was marketing the benefits of SB1.  Jeanette stated that Metro is working 
with regional partners to seek both state and federal grants including rural area grants.  The state is 
looking for goods movement and high capacity, higher frequency freight service and she agreed that 
marketing is important.  Chairman Crist asked for crime statistics on the AV Line.  The AV Line has 
a full enforcement program which checks every passenger for their valid fare. 
 
12. METROLINK UPDATES  
 
Alex Davis, Metrolink Government Relations talked about 3 different topics. The State of Good 
Repair Program made strong achievements towards addressing the rail lines.  Metrolink is working 
diligently for Full State of Good Repair.  (As a note, Metrolink may run the trains slower when it’s 
hot out.)  The Capital Improvement Program is focused on solving the single track hinderance.  
Metrolink created an aggressive 10 year plan of success in competing for grant opportunities coined 
SCORE, Southern California Optimized Rail Expansion, off the theme of Olympic readiness to 
provide the necessary transportation system for passenger and goods movement.  Metrolink has 
solicited external funding sources and received over $1.2B in state funding towards a $10B 
infrastructure program to get dollars funding construction soon.  Robert Newman asked Metrolink to 
work with cities who are doing safety improvements at grade crossings.  Mr. Davis said that 
Metrolink is working within several programs with cities to avoid disruptions at crossings.  
Metrolink safety and security are showing positive improvements and there are declines in crime.  
Chairman Crist asked for the criminal statistics/numbers.  Mr. Davis stated he was happy to report 
back next month with the numbers and also email them after Mr. Crist reminded Mr. Davis that he 
was asked to bring them last month.  Mr. Hofbauer asked for the bus agencies report as well.  Mr. 
Bozigian asked for some ridership numbers for the newly opened Metrolink/Burbank Airport station.  
Mr. Davis responded he would provide those numbers at the next meeting. 
 
13. METRO LEGISLATIVE UPDATES  
 
Michael Turner, Metro and Raffi Hamparian, Metro  
Mr. Turner, Metro Deputy Executive Officer, reported that the CA Legislature is currently in recess. 
Metro has several Bills they are sponsoring this legislative session.  One of those Bills AB2548 
(Friedman) will allow Metro to create a commuter benefit ordinance for employers worksite under 
250 employees similar to the transit pass program for larger employers.  This would satisfy an 
AQMD provision in law.  Mr. Turner stated that if the bill were to become law, Metro would work 
with cities that have similar ordinances.   
Mr. Turner provided an update on the repeal of SB1 and stated that his office is preparing a regional 
impacts fact sheet for distribution to all the municipalities on how they are spending SB1 tax dollars 
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in Los Angeles County.   SB1 is a total of $5B of which 3/5ths go to local municipalities.   Mr. 
Turner stated that there is a 74% increase in Santa Clarita, Palmdale and Lancaster local-street and 
roads funds that comes from the state.  Antelope Valley is at $564,000 dollars a year increase and the 
unincorporated county gets money as well.  The main discretionary SB1 allocation of $247M for the 
I-5 Chokepoint Relief Project was led by Board Member and County Supervisor Barger. 
Raffi Hamparian, Metro Senior Director, Government Affairs, noted 5 Federal update items: 
1)  $47M Federal Grant Award from the INFRA Program led by Board Member and County 
Supervisor Barger for the I-5 Chokepoint Relief Project 
2)  US DOT Congressional Appropriations process 
3)  Future Federal Grants, BUILD grants at the DOT 
4)  Transportation Infrastructure House Chairman Shuster announced potential transportation 
legislation 
5)  Federal Trade Tariffs and impacts to Metro projects and rolling stock vehicles  

Victor Lindenheim wanted to thank both Metro and Caltrans staff for putting the grant application 
packages together for the I5 Chokepoint Relief Project. Mark Pestrella thanked Metro for putting 
together the SB1 fact sheet that shows the local tax dollar expenditures.  Roughly $142M is set aside 
for LA County and the majority of it comes to the Antelope Valley since most of the route miles are 
in the unincorporated parts of the County. 
 
14. BOARD MEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mr. Bozigian congratulated Arthur Sohikian of AVS Consulting for being awarded the Executive 
Director position.  Mr. Sohikian thanked Mr. Bozigian and the Board for the opportunity. 
 
15. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
17. ADJOURNMENT  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:34pm.  
Next NCTC JPA Board meeting is September 17, 2018, 1pm in Santa Clarita at 20880 Centre Pointe 
Parkway, Santa Clarita, CA 91350. 
 
Minutes Submitted By: 
Arthur V. Sohikian 
Executive Director 
August 21, 2018 
 



 
AGENDA REPORT – BOARD ITEM 5 

North Los Angeles County Transportation Coalition 
Date: September 17, 2018 

To: Governing Board Members of the North Los Angeles County Transportation 
Coalition (NCTC) 

From: Arthur V. Sohikian, Executive Director, Candice Vander Hyde, City of Lancaster  

Subject: NCTC Conflict of Interest Code Report, Board Item 5                                                                                

Recommendation:  Approve Conflict of Interest Code for submittal to Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors for adoption. 

Fiscal Impact: 

There is no fiscal impact at this time. 
Background:  

NCTC staff, working with the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors – Executive Office, Conflict of 
Interest/Lobbyist Division staff present the NCTC Conflict Code of Interest Code. 

Incorporation of FPPC Regulation 18730 (2 California Code of Regulations, Section 18730) by Reference 
 

The Political Reform Act (Government Code Section 81000, et seq.) requires state and local government 
agencies to adopt and promulgate conflict of interest codes.  The Fair Political Practices Commission has 
adopted a regulation (2 Cal. Code of Regs. 18730), which contains the terms of a standard conflict of interest 
code.  After public notice and hearing, it may be amended by the Fair Political Practices Commission to 
conform to amendments in the Political Reform Act.  Therefore, the terms of 2 California Code of 
Regulations Section 18730, and any amendments to it duly adopted by the Fair Political Practices 
Commission, is hereby incorporated into the conflict of interest code of this agency by reference.  This 
regulation and the attached Appendices (or Exhibits) designating officials and employees and establishing 
economic disclosure categories shall constitute the conflict of interest code of this agency. 

Place of Filing of Statements of Economic Interests 
 

All officials and employees required to submit a statement of economic interests shall file their statements 
with the agency head, or his or her designee.  The agency shall make and retain a copy of all statements 
filed by its Governing Board Members, Alternate Board Members, Ex-Officio Members, as appropriate, 
and its Executive Director and forward the originals of such statements to the Executive Office of the 
Board of Supervisors of Los Angeles County. 

 

The authority shall retain the originals of statements for all other Designated Positions named in the 
agency’s conflict of interest code.  All retained statements, original or copied, shall be available for public 
inspection and reproduction (Gov. Code Section 81008). 



 
 

 

EXHIBIT "A" 

CATEGORY 1 

Persons in this category shall disclose all interest in real property within the jurisdiction.  Real 
property shall be deemed to be within the jurisdiction if the property or any part of it is located 
within or not more than two miles outside the boundaries of the jurisdiction or within two miles of 
any land owned or used by the agency. 

Persons are not required to disclose a residence, such as a home or vacation cabin, used 
exclusively as a personal residence; however, a residence in which a person rents out a room or 
for which a person claims a business deduction may be reportable. 

CATEGORY 2 

Persons in this category shall disclose all investments and business positions. 

CATEGORY 3 

Persons in this category shall disclose all income and business positions. 

CATEGORY 4 

Persons in this category shall disclose all business positions, investments in, or income (including 
gifts and loans) received from business entities that manufacture, provide or sell service and/or 
supplies of a type utilized by the agency and associated with the job assignment of designated 
positions assigned to this disclosure category. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

EXHIBIT "B" 

Designated Positions    Disclosure Categories 

Board Member     1, 2, 3 

Board Alternate     1, 2, 3 

Executive Director     1, 2, 3 

Counsel      1, 2, 3 

Treasurer              4 

Consultants/New Positions* 

Consultants/New Positions are included in the list of designated positions and shall disclose 
pursuant to the broadest disclosure category in the code, subject to the following limitations: 

The Board Chair or his or her designee may determine in writing that a particular consultant 
or new position, although a “designated position,” is hired to perform a range of duties that is 
limited in scope and thus is not required to fully comply with disclosure requirements in this 
section.  Such written determination shall include a description of the consultant’s or new 
position’s duties and, based upon that description, a statement of the extent of disclosure 
requirements.  The Board Chair or his or her designee’s determination is a public record and 
shall be retained for public inspection in the same manner and location as this conflict-of-
interest code. (Gov. Code Section 81008.) 

Individuals who perform under contract the identical duties of any designated position shall 
be required to file Statements of Economic Interests disclosing reportable interests in the 
categories assigned to that designated position. 
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AGENDA REPORT – BOARD ITEM 16 
North Los Angeles County Transportation Coalition 

 
Date: September 17, 2018 
To: Governing Board Members of the North Los Angeles County Transportation 

Coalition (NCTC) 
From: Arthur V. Sohikian, Executive Director  
Subject: NCTC Executive Director Report, Board Item 16                                                                     

Recommendation: 
Receive and File the NCTC Executive Director Report. 

 
Fiscal Impact: 
There is no fiscal impact at this time. 
 
Background: 
On July 23, 2018, Arthur Sohikian, AVS Consulting, Inc. was approved to be the first Executive 
Director of the NCTC.  The NCTC Executive Director Report will seek to discuss various items 
important to North Los Angeles County mobility and the Authority. 
 

1) 2019 NCTC Board Potential Meeting Dates. 
 

Current NCTC Board schedule: December 17, 2018; March 18, June 17, September 
17, 2019.   
Staff is proposing changing meeting dates for 2019: January 14, April 22, July 22, 
October 21. 

 
2) North County Transportation Economic and Mobility Fact Sheet 

 
NCTC staff will collaborate with Stakeholders in the AV and SCV to create an 
NCTC Economic and Mobility Fact Sheet which provides information/map that 
demonstrates the economic strength and mobility needs of the North Los Angeles 
County region. 

 
3) SR14 Bottleneck Study 

 
After a Community Open House in Santa Clarita on March 28, and a Community 
Open House in the Antelope Valley on April 2, the NCTC on August 13 formally 
submitted to Metro the Measure M Multi-year Subregional Program (MSP) project 
requests which included the SR14 Bottleneck Study. 
 
Metro staff is currently reviewing the MSP projects submitted, including the 
Study’s estimated budget of $4.7 million. Metro’s timeline for MSP approval is late 
2018/early 2019. Lancaster is the Mode Agency for the NCTC and will coordinate 
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the SR14 Study procurement process. NCTC staff will seek to present the study 
contract for approval at the spring 2019 Board meeting. Staff anticipates the study 
will take 18 months, concluding in late-2020. 
 
The SR14 Bottleneck Study is a preliminary feasibility study to analyze the impacts 
caused by several existing bottlenecks and other highway design features that exist 
on State Route 14 (SR 14) from Interstate 5 (Santa Clarita area) to the 
Palmdale/Lancaster area. The results of the study will include design alternatives 
that will decrease congestion and improve travel time and safety on SR 14. Once 
this analysis is complete, the focus will be to leverage additional funding sources to 
pay for environmental, design and construction, as well as increased commuter bus 
services, ride share and other transit options to reduce vehicle trips on SR14. 

 
4) I-5/SR14 HOV Interchange Funds Reallocation Metro Board Report 

In May 2018, Metro reprogrammed up to $50.05 million of the $85.8 million 
surplus funds available in the North County Subregion from the I-5/SR14 HOV 
Direct Connector Project for highway operational improvement projects. The $85.8 
million is allocated based on population: 
 

 Lancaster:     $17,595,000 
 Palmdale:     $17,935,000 
 Santa Clarita:     $24,565,000 
 LA County, 5th District:  $24,990,000 

 
Metro staff will be seeking Metro Board approval on September 27 to reprogram 
the remaining funds ($35.3M), including the City of Santa Clarita projects and 
revised project description/amounts for Lancaster and Palmdale projects.   

 
5) I-5 Chokepoint Project INFRA and SB1 Subregion Grants Update 

 
The Measure R and subsequent Measure M Interstate 5 North Los Angeles County 
Capacity Enhancement Project in final design is estimated to cost $539.2 million 
and stretches 13.4 miles from I-5/SR14 Interchange in Santa Clarita to Parker Road 
in Castaic.  In addition to the HOV lane extension, the project creates a 3.4 mile 
northbound and a 4.7 mile southbound additional Truck Lanes through the Newhall 
Pass. The I-5 Project adds truck lanes, HOV lanes, auxiliary lanes, sound walls, and 
an ITS hub station.  
 
With Los Angeles County Supervisor/NCTC Board Member Kathryn Barger 
leading the way, the I-5 Project recently received two grants totaling $294 million. 
A $247 million California State SB1 Trade Corridor Enhancement Program 
(TCEP) grant award and a $47 million federal Infrastructure For Rebuilding 
America (INFRA) US Department of Transportation grant.  
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